406           " WEARING MINISTERS TO DEATH" [Oct. 6, 1879

by consideration for the political ^requirements of the
Empire, by responsibility to the Reichstag, and by the
views of the Sovereign; and that the friction thus
arising wears some Ministers to death, and invariably
injures their health. Refer to Brandenburg as an
instance which the present situation recalls. Billow
has been destroyed in that way. It is our Most
Gracious who has done for him. The doctors say that
the pain in the hip indicates a dangerous spinal disease.
He is to be brought in now from Potsdam to Berlin, but
I shall go out with my wife to see him. If he goes to
Italy, who knows if we shall meet again ? I must not
stay longer than a quarter of an hour with him, as the
excitement would be too much for him. I am extremely
sorry to lose him."

I said : " I have heard him described as a particularly
capable worker."

" Yes/' he replied, " and adroit, sensible, and loyal;
not like Thile, who was the Empress's messenger, and
whom she kept here for a long time after I had made
up my mind to get rid of him, owing to his incapacity.
I learned to know and esteem him at Frankfurt (he was
now referring again to Billow), whilst he still held the
post of Danish Envoy to the Germanic Diet. And
when he had become Minister for Mecklenburg he also
showed great ability in the Federal Council, so that I
was determined to have him."

He then recurred to the alliance with Austria, re-
peating in other words what he had said to me, inter
alia. With the exception of the Emperor and the two
other personages, almost the only people in Germany
who were still in favour of Russia were the East
Prussian corn -dealers. In reply to an inquiry as to the
attitude of the Emperor Francis Josaph, he said : " Very